
HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL 

 

All departments that work with chemicals eventually produces chemical waste. Everyone 
associated with these departments share the legal and moral responsibility to minimize the 
amount of waste produced and to dispose of chemical waste in a way that has the least impact 
on the environment. Depending on what is contained in the waste, some waste must be 
professionally incinerated or deposited in designated landfills, while other waste can be 
neutralized or discharged into the sewer system.  

 

WASTE STORAGE PRIOR TO DISPOSAL:  

All waste should be stored in properly labeled containers. The label should contain the date, 
type of waste, and any other pertinent information required by the disposal company.  Waste 
must be segregated to avoid unwanted reactions and to allow for cost-effective disposal and    
should be stored in closed containers, except when additional waste is being added.  Science 
department inorganic liquid waste must be store in chemical resistant hazardous waste pails.  
Pails can be ordered through the Safety Officer.  Each department must maintain a central, 
secure waste storage area. 

DISPOSING OF WASTE:  

Staff should be aware of the appropriate method of disposal for any chemical used in their 
department. When in doubt, refer to the (M)SDS or the source of the chemical (manufacturer or 
supplier).  

□ Make disposal options a part of all laboratory instructions for students. For each 
chemical waste produced, instruct students as to the appropriate disposal, including 
disposing of the substance in a disposal container or down the drain. 

□ Place all hazardous waste in a properly labeled container. The label should contain the 
date, type of waste and the staff member’s initials. 

□ Immediately following the an activity, place the waste containers in a secure location 
until the containers can be removed to the central storage area. 

□ Some chemical wastes may be recycled.  

 
DRAIN DISPOSAL: 

□ Do not pour chemicals down the drain unless they have been neutralized or are in very 
dilute quantities. 

□ Any substance from a department should be flushed with at least 100 times its own 
volume of tap water. 

□ Acids and bases should be at a neutral pH before pouring down the drain. 
□ For additional information on drain disposal of substances, see the National Research 

Council’s Prudent Practices in the Laboratory (1983).  
□ If in doubt about the proper disposal of a chemical, check with the Safety Officer or refer 

to the manufacturer or supplier.  
□ For compounds not suitable for drain disposal, ensure the chemicals are properly 

labeled and notify the Safety Officer for disposal. 


